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 Subject:  RBC Tree 

Preservation Order 
No.1 (Land at 2 
Abbotsford, Whitworth, 
OL12 8DJ) 2021 

Status:  For Publication  

Report to:  Development Control  Date:  27th July 2021  

Report of:  Planning Manager  Portfolio Holder:  Planning 

Key Decision:  N/A  Forward Plan N/A  General 
Exception N/A  

Special Urgency 
N/A  

Equality Impact 
Assessment:  

Required:  No  Attached:  No  

Biodiversity 
Impact 
Assessment  

Required:  No  Attached:  No  

Contact Officer:  Mike Atherton Telephone:  01706-252420  

Email: planning@rossendalebc.gov.uk  

 
 
2. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
2.1 To confirm a proposed Tree Preservation Order (TPO) to which objections have been 

received.  
 
3. CORPORATE PRIORITIES 
3.1 The matters discussed in this report impact directly on the following corporate priorities: 

 People: A Proud, Healthy & Vibrant Rossendale. 

 Prosperity: A connected, growing and successful Rossendale that welcomes sustainable 
growth. 

 Place: The priority is about place, a clean and green Rossendale.  
 
4. RISK ASSESSMENT IMPLICATIONS 
4.1 There are no specific risk issues for members to consider arising from this report. 
 
5. BACKGROUND 
5.1 Officers learned that trees of substantial size within the grounds of 2 Abbotsford, Whitworth 

were being considered for felling. To ensure that trees of particular visual amenity value in 
the area were not removed a Tree Preservation Order was made in respect of them.  The 
proposed Order (attached) contains a plan showing the positions of 12 individual trees, 
together with the Schedule identifying their species. 

 
5.2 Two letters were received from nearby landowners with regard to the proposed TPO and 

this is why a decision to confirm the order needs to be made by the Committee. 
 
5.3 The grounds for objection can be summarised as:  
           (i) the trees are in need of management before the order is implemented; 

(ii) reduction in light levels during the leaf period; 
(iii) potential damage from tree (ref: T10) to drainage and foundations of property; 
(iv) overhanging branches provide access for squirrels to houses;  
(v) sap and resin falls from leaves on trees onto parked cars; 
(vi) storm damage to upper branches would result in damage to property and persons;  
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(vii) the leaves from the trees affect SKY TV reception; 
(viii) even without the trees, existing features provide adequate screening so there would be 
no loss of privacy if the trees are removed; 
(ix) If the owner could remove the trees and install a driveway this may partially alleviate off 
street parking problems in a congested area. 

 

5.4 Since receipt of the objections, consideration of the issues raised has been undertaken by 
the Council’s Consultant Arboriculturalist, having regard to the physical condition and visual 

amenity value of the trees.  The Consultant has advised, “All these issues would remain 
without the placing of the TPO and the remedy to most is in the gift of the owner of the 
trees which may not be forthcoming even without the TPO.  The residents can apply 
themselves to undertake work to branches overhanging the boundary towards their 
properties to deal with problem issues.  In all cases, if tree work is shown to be necessary, 
then consent under the TPO should not be reasonably withheld if application is made. 
 
One of the objectors also acknowledges that wholesale chopping and cutting of trees has 
detracted from the environment and hopes that the trees can remain but managed with 
safety and the environment a key consideration.  The TPO would ensure that future tree 
work would be controlled so public amenity is maintained and decisions on consent for 
works would be based upon safety and reasonable enjoyment of property.”   

 
 

COMMENTS FROM STATUTORY OFFICERS: 
6. SECTION 151 OFFICER 
6.1 No material financial implications. 
 
7. MONITORING OFFICER 
7.1 No comments 
 
8. POLICY IMPLICATIONS AND CONSULTATION CARRIED OUT 
8.1 None. 
 
9. CONCLUSION 
9.1 It is clear from the comments of the Council’s qualified Arboriculturalist that the objections 

do not present issues that should prevent the making of a TPO & it is recommended that 
the order is made. 

 
 

Background Papers 
Documents :                                                          Place of Inspection : 
RBC TPO No1 (2 Abbotsford, Whitworth) 2021     Rossendale Borough Council 
                               The Business Centre 

    Futures Park 
Letters of objection on behalf of local                     Newchurch Road 
residents                                   Bacup 

                                                                                          OL13 0BB 
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